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Appendix 1. Decision Tree - Is my equipment subject to LOLER? 
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If you answer yes to question 1 and any of the options in column 2 and question 3, the 
equipment is likely to be subject to LOLER. 
 
If you have answered no to question 1 you may still have duties under Section 3 or 4 of the 
Health & Safety at Work Act to ensure the safety of others. 
 
If you have answered no to all the options in column 2 and/or question 3, your equipment may 
still be subject to the need for inspection and maintenance under the provisions of PUWER 

2.  Has the equipment 
been altered or 
adapted to allow it to 
lift or lower a load? 

2.  Is the 
equipment’s main 
purpose to lift or 
lower a load? 

2.  Does the 
equipment attach a 
load to such lifting 
equipment? 

2.  Does the 
equipment support, 
fix or anchor 
equipment used to lift 
or lower a load? 

1.  Is the equipment 
provided for work 
purposes or to people 
at work? 

3.  Is the load lifted 
free from 
supporting 
structures? 

Lifting operation is defined 
as lifting or lowering a load.  
This is usually from one 
surface to another and often 
involves lateral movements 
too.  Because lifting 
equipment will bear the 
weight (or part of the weight) 
of the load, it is essential to 
ensure it is capable of doing 
this. 




